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Outside General Counsel for Nonprofits
Many nonprofits need consistent legal guidance but aren’t ready for a full-time in-house attorney.

FPLG serves as Outside General Counsel for nonprofits, acting as a dedicated general counsel

nonprofit partner and providing responsive support on governance, contracts, compliance filings,

risk management, employment matters, and day-to-day operational questions. We become a

strategic partner for your leadership team, helping anticipate legal challenges, manage conflicts of

interest, and protect your organization’s mission.

Nonprofit Counsel, Governance & Compliance

Strategic Legal Counsel for Nonprofits Organizations
Nationwide

At For Purpose Law Group (FPLG), we focus exclusively on serving the unique legal needs of

nonprofit organizations and tax-exempt entities across the country. As dedicated nonprofit counsel,

we provide ongoing legal counsel for nonprofit organizations seeking clarity, stability, and long-term

compliance.

Our attorneys work with a wide range of organizations, including nonprofit organizations such as

public charities, private foundations, social welfare organizations, business leagues, and advocacy

groups. We understand the complex regulatory landscape that nonprofit leaders navigate—and we

are committed to providing legal solutions that support mission-driven work.

At FPLG, we work exclusively with mission-driven organizations. Our attorneys understand the real-

world challenges nonprofits face because we have firsthand experience as nonprofit founders,

executive leaders, board members, and counsel. This perspective allows us to act as trusted

general counsel for nonprofits, offering practical legal service that aligns with organizational goals

and governance realities. We bring practical, strategic insight to every engagement, helping

nonprofit organizations achieve their missions while minimizing legal risk.

Our focus is always the same: delivering clear, actionable legal guidance that empowers your

organization to thrive. Whether you need a nonprofit compliance lawyer to address regulatory risk or

a nonprofit governance attorney to support board leadership, FPLG provides responsive, strategic

legal counsel. Whether you are launching a new organization, expanding your programs, managing

compliance obligations, or responding to regulatory inquiries, our nonprofit attorneys deliver

strategic, responsive, and mission-aligned support at every stage.
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Nonprofit Formation and IRS Exemption
Launching a nonprofit organization requires more than passion—it demands careful legal planning.

Our nonprofit formation attorneys and tax-exempt attorneys assist founders through entity formation,

preparation and filing of IRS Form 1023 or 1024 applications, and compliance with state registration

requirements. We ensure your new organization is structured for success from the very beginning,

with a clear path to tax-exempt status.

Corporate Nonprofit Compliance Lawyers
When a nonprofit falls out of compliance with the IRS, state taxing authorities, or the Attorney

General’s office, the consequences can be serious—ranging from suspended or revoked status to

loss of tax exemption, penalties, or even asset freezes. At FPLG, our nonprofit compliance lawyers

help organizations quickly assess the scope of the issue and take immediate, strategic action to

resolve it.

Whether your nonprofit has received a delinquency notice, is listed as suspended by the California

Franchise Tax Board, or is facing scrutiny from the California Attorney General for failure to properly

manage charitable assets, our attorneys will guide you through the reinstatement process. We

prepare and file back reports, respond to government inquiries, and help restore your organization’s

good standing with all necessary agencies.

From revocation and suspension to missed filings and unresolved compliance issues, we bring

clarity to what’s at stake—and a clear legal path to getting back on track.

Nonprofit Governance Lawyers
Good governance isn’t just best practice—it’s a legal obligation for every nonprofit organization. At

FPLG, our nonprofit governance lawyers and nonprofit governance attorneys help boards of

directors and executive leadership teams establish strong governance frameworks that promote

accountability, transparency, and long-term sustainability. Our nonprofit attorneys provide guidance

on fiduciary duties, draft and review bylaws and board policies, develop conflict-of-interest

procedures, and support effective decision-making at the board level.

We also assist with governance audits, board training sessions, and risk mitigation strategies tailored

to your organization’s structure and stage of growth. Whether your organization is navigating

leadership transitions, exploring strategic partnerships, or responding to inquiries from regulators,

our legal counsel ensures your governance practices are solid, compliant, and aligned with your

mission.

Nonprofit Property Tax Exemption
In California, eligible nonprofits may qualify for the welfare exemption, which can eliminate or

significantly reduce property tax liability on real or personal property used for exempt purposes. At

FPLG, we help organizations secure and maintain this exemption by managing the full application
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process, including obtaining the required Organizational Clearance Certificate (OCC) from the

California Board of Equalization.

Whether you’re applying for the first time, responding to an assessor inquiry, or correcting a lapse in

exemption, our attorneys guide you through every step—ensuring compliance, preserving your

exemption, and protecting your charitable assets.

Cause-Related Marketing & Commercial Co-Ventures
Cause-related marketing partnerships between nonprofits and businesses can be powerful tools for

fundraising, awareness, and mission alignment—but they also come with legal requirements. FPLG

provides legal support for structuring and reviewing commercial co-venture agreements, ensuring

your campaigns comply with state charitable solicitation laws, disclosure regulations, and fundraising

guidelines.

Our attorneys advise both nonprofits and corporate partners on how to structure cause-marketing

initiatives that protect the nonprofit’s tax-exempt status, uphold public trust, and meet regulatory

requirements across jurisdictions. Whether you’re planning a charitable sales promotion or a long-

term brand collaboration, we help you build campaigns that are strategic, compliant, and purpose-

driven.

Q: What does a nonprofit attorney actually do?
A nonprofit attorney does a lot more than file paperwork. At FPLG, our nonprofit attorneys serve as

strategic legal partners for mission-driven organizations at every stage of their lifecycle — from

formation and tax-exempt status through governance, compliance, contracts, employment matters,

and major organizational transitions. On any given day, that might mean reviewing a grant agreement,

advising a board on a conflict of interest situation, responding to a state regulatory inquiry, or

helping an executive director navigate a difficult employment situation. Think of a nonprofit attorney

less like a specialist you call in for emergencies and more like a trusted advisor who helps you

anticipate and avoid legal problems before they arise — so you can stay focused on the work that

matters.

Q: Do nonprofits need a lawyer?
There’s no legal requirement that a nonprofit retain an attorney — but the consequences of

operating without legal guidance can be serious and costly. The nonprofit regulatory environment is

genuinely complex: IRS compliance, state charity registration, board governance obligations,

employment law, contracts, and more – all running simultaneously. Organizations that operate

without legal support often don’t discover the gaps until something goes wrong, and by then the

cost of fixing the problem is almost always higher than prevention would have been. Whether you

need ongoing outside general counsel or just an attorney for a specific project, having experienced

nonprofit legal support in your corner is one of the smartest investments you can make in your
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organization’s long-term health and mission.

Q: What is outside general counsel for a nonprofit and how does
it work?
Serving as Outside General Counsel (OGC) means that we serve as your organization’s dedicated

legal partner on an ongoing basis — without the cost of a full-time in-house attorney. Rather than

calling a different lawyer every time something new comes up, you have a team that knows your

organization deeply, understands your mission, and can provide consistent, responsive guidance

across governance, contracts, compliance, employment, risk management, and day-to-day

operational questions. At FPLG, we serve as Outside General Counsel for nonprofits of all sizes,

acting as a proactive partner that helps you anticipate issues before they become problems, not just

a reactive resource you call when things go sideways. For many nonprofits, it’s the most cost-

effective and mission-protective legal arrangement available.

Q: What are the most common legal mistakes nonprofits make?
In our experience, a handful of legal mistakes come up again and again — and most of them are

entirely preventable. The most common include inadequate bylaws that don’t reflect how the

organization actually operates, failure to properly manage conflicts of interest at the board level,

misclassification of workers as independent contractors when they should be employees, falling

behind on state charity registration renewals, and operating programs that have drifted outside the

scope of the organization’s stated exempt purpose. None of these issues start out as crises — they

typically begin as small oversights that compound over time. The good news is that a periodic legal

checkup with an experienced nonprofit attorney can identify and address these issues before they

become serious problems.

https://www.fplglaw.com?utm_source=practice-area-pdf&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=Nonprofit Counsel, Governance & Compliance
https://www.fplglaw.com?utm_source=practice-area-pdf&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=Nonprofit Counsel, Governance & Compliance
https://www.fplglaw.com/insights/bylaws-are-sometimes-like-a-decades-old-hairstyle/
https://www.fplglaw.com/insights/bylaws-are-sometimes-like-a-decades-old-hairstyle/
https://www.fplglaw.com/insights/charity-conflicts-self-interest-more/
https://www.fplglaw.com/insights/how-implement-new-overtime-rule/
https://www.fplglaw.com/insights/a-second-way-to-get-noticed-by-the-california-attorney-general/


FPLGLaw.com Nonprofit Counsel, Governance & Compliance 5

F P L G  O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S

San Diego, California
Headquarters
408 Nutmeg Street
San Diego, CA 92103
+1 (619) 780-3839
Driving Directions

Laramie, Wyoming
Office Location
213 S. 2nd Street
Laramie, WY 82070
+1 (307) 223-0797
Driving Directions

Charlottesville, Virginia
Office Location
243 Ridge McIntire Road
Charlottesville, VA 22903
+1 (434) 333-0750
Driving Directions

Columbia, Maryland
Office Location
7100 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite 190
Columbia, MD 21045
(443) 539-8499
Driving Directions

Houston, Texas
Office Location
2808 Caroline Street, Suite 100
Houston, TX 77004
(281) 882-3303
Driving Directions

San Francisco, California
Satellite Office (WeWork)
535 Mission St.
San Francisco, CA 94105
+1 (415) 780-9895
Driving Directions

Los Angeles, California
Satellite Office (WeWork)
555 West 5th St.
Los Angeles, CA 90013
+1 (323) 364-0026
Driving Directions

Orange County, California
Satellite Office (WeWork)
200 Spectrum Center Dr. STE 300
Irvine, CA 92618
+1 (949) 356-6414
Driving Directions

Washington, D.C.
Satellite Office (WeWork)
1440 G St NW
Washington, D.C. 20005
+1 (202) 735-3235
Driving Directions

Jackson, Wyoming
Satellite Office (Silicon Couloir)
140 E Broadway Ave, Suite 25
Jackson, WY 83001
+1 (307) 223-0797
Driving Directions
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